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Thanks to those who provides photos and/or videos for our 40 years’ anniversary
journal. They are Eric Chien, Scott Chu, Susan Pan, Susan Liu, % & &g, g 3
(Joe Chen), Sophia Kim, # % & (RC Yang), Nora.

The more precious are those articles and works from the following
brothers and sisters:
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Traveling Through 911 -—- Richard Lin 20011224

Vast Grace of The Lord — 9/11 Leads Me To Christ
Richard Lin

Part | - Catastrophe On A Sunny Day

On an early Tuesday morning, I arrived at World Trade Center around 7:30 AM, earlier than my
usual time, but I did not go into my office on the 46™ floor right away, since I had an eight o’clock meeting
a block away. As I was walking back to WTC after the meeting with a cup of coffee in my hand, I saw
some strange debris on the ground and clouds of dust in the air. “What is going on?” I wondered, as I sped
up to get back to my office. Shortly before I arrived at WTC around 9:07 AM, there was an enormous
shock and a horrific sound, forcing me to run and hide in a deli store on Greenwich Street. ‘‘Jesus, what’s
going on? What was that?’’ Debris were raining down like bullets. Should things have happened five
seconds later, I would have arrived at Liberty Street, and I would not be writing this article to you all.

I quickly left to go to the street at the south end. That was when I witnessed the horrific scene of
people jumping out of One WTC. I stood there, speechless, and realized that there was nothing I could do.
Police guarded the front of the building, and there was no way to get into WTC. So I headed east to take a
northbound subway and hopped onto the 4 train at Wall Street Station. The conductor announced that the
train would go to City Hall without stopping at Fulton Street. Immediately after the announcement, the
subway stopped, and no one knew what was going on. Although you could see the anxiety on everyone’s
faces, most passengers showed reasonable composure. Gradually I started to smell smoke in the air, and
some passengers began to cry and shout. I knew, however, the only way to survive in this extreme situation
was to keep calm, so I started to read the newspaper to ease my mind.

As if time stopped, the thick smoke, warming car, and growing cries, only added to the confusion. Finally,
the conductor made the decision to go back to Wall Street Station. With each emergency brake, all the
passengers were tossed to and fro like waves. Finally, the subway stopped near Wall Street Station, and
one by one we walked through the cars to the back end and got out of the subway system. When 1
got above ground, the world was pitch black, the streets covered with a layer of dust, flying debris
everywhere, and breathing was very difficult. ‘“What is this place? Is this hell?’” The awful sight was
burned deeply in my memory and could not be wiped out.
Part Il - Surviving the Disaster

When I ran around the corner and into a dimly lit building, and saw someone open the door and
wave to us, I finally realized that I was in the center of a serious disaster. WTC fire marshals were
everywhere and everyone started helping each other to hand out towels, tissues, water, assisting the
handicapped or people who had a hard time breathing. Ambulances and police cars were running
everywhere outside with blaring sirens.

After getting some napkins and water, I waited for the air to clear out, but a cloud of smoke soon rushed
over and darkened the whole place again, and it was getting harder to breathe even with wet napkins
covering my face, even though I was in a basement three levels below ground.

Around 12:30 PM, I couldn’t wait anymore. With a bottle of water and some wet napkins covering
my face I left the building. Paper and dust filled the dark sky as I trekked across the dusty roads to South
Street Sea Port, but when I saw more people around and some colors in the sky I began feeling less anxious.
Looking west, I could still see the WTC building under clouds smoke and fire, though building couldn't be
seen. I thought that the buildings probably collapsed from where they were hit, and the rest below the point
of impact were still standing. When I walked to Chinatown, I saw storeowners giving water and cookies



to help the passersby. When I finally stopped at the Salvation Army building and saw the WTC collapse
on television screens, I was utterly shocked with tears, and knew that everything was gone.

Part I11 - Disaster Recovery

As I moved ahead, I felt each step grow more heavy. Sun slowly moved west, but I didn’t seem to
have a destination, I just kept pressing on with each step. When I suddenly noticed buses running nearby,
I hopped one to arrive at Penn Station. When I finally reached home around seven o’clock, Jenny, Charles,
and | hugged each other in the dark for what seemed like eternity; we never felt the importance of
each other more. Every day we walk out of our house, never thinking that we might not see each
other at night. Thank God, I was finally home! As I rested on the sofa, eating junk food and staring at the
TV, I watched the disaster unfold on the TV screen again and again. I didn’t want to think about work —
not a single piece of paper, or even backup file, left. I just wanted to mindlessly watch TV and try to escape
from the reality of what had happened. I found out that everyone in the company was still safe through the
phone, but I did not know where to start again. Maybe it was the time to close the business.

Two weeks flew by, and some clients started to call to ask to recover their investments. Thanks to
the good relationships amongst my business partners, colleagues and clients, we eventually recovered most
of our client sites, but not our own site. It was much less than perfect, but I could only accept it as reality.
After some time, one of my best friends provided me a temporary site for servers, and my business started
growing again. Thanks be to God and thanks to all who helped my business having a second chance to recover
from this catastrophic disaster!
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Charles Lin testimony
[ want to be baptized because for a long time, I’ve felt
that God has been constantly blessing me, both in my
professional and personal life. My parents have always
taken the best care of me, and I have been surrounded in
church by people that have done their best to emulate
what I believe is a life that pursues God. I hope that
taking this step in faith will allow me to pursue a
Christian life alongside the Christian family that I’ve been
blessed with.

Melissa testimony
Why was I baptized?
Baptism is a basic step of faith that believers generally
observe immediately after they are saved. Baptism
superficially expresses the inner experience of the
changes that occur in each believer's life when he is
saved. It shows that the old way of life is over and a new
life of faith in Jesus Christ has begun.
Baptism is important because it provides a visual symbol
that connects new believers to the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Baptism is an expression of
saving faith, like a seal of approval. Baptism represents
my experience of redemption and the great work of Jesus
Christ dying for our sins and rising for our justification.
Because you were buried with Christ at baptism, you
were raised with him. Because you trust in the power of
God who raised Christ from the dead, baptism also binds
us to the body of Christ, showing that we now belong to
Jesus Christ and His people. Baptism publicly witnesses
the inner work of the Holy Spirit to cleanse us from our
sins.
The meaning of baptism derives from the death of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God himself, who died in our place
and paid the ultimate price for us. He has ensured for us

_

new life in the Holy Spirit and eternal life with God by
resurrecting the dead.

ZiHan Zhang testimony

In the past life, I often experienced pain, struggle and
confusion. All kinds of experiences have taught me that
people are sinful; just like Romans 3:23, "All have sinned
and come short of the glory of God" and Romans 6:23
"The wages of sin is death." That being said, without
redemption [ would always face pain and suffering.
Through continuous thinking and verification, I also
clearly understand that people cannot wash away their
sins through self-salvation, and it is precisely because of
this that [ hope to be redeemed by being baptized and
believing in Jesus. In the process of believing in the Lord,
I also realized the Lord’s benevolence, as John 3:16 said,
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but gain Eternal life." God loves us so much that
he sent His Son to earth to die for our sins so that we may
be forgiven. In the days ahead, I want God, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit to be with me and help me make changes and
be different. Here I would like to share with you an
English sentence that I particularly like, and hope that
everyone will change with me. “God can make a
difference in our lives by changing our hearts. And as
God changes our hearts, He begins to work powerfully in
our lives.”
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PraiseSongAccompaniment.pdf
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JournalVideos/TT20230917.MOV
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July Birthday Boys — Shang Chou, Stanley Sun,

Charles Lin

2016 0301 — Sunday School kiddies seeking God’s kindom
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EM-— 2016 1226, 2017

Fit Owen into a basket 20210918

at Bryant Park Christmas Markets.
(Stanley, Zhiheng, Aaron, Ethan, Abigail, Caleb).

2017 - Raymond Yen, Samantha Yu, Bridgeen Yap, James
Song, Hunter Birchfield, Roxanne Birchfield.

EM - Google Drive



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-6H080l2J2gNZZ279xe-YSSfvLxXIlxu?usp=drive_link

EM—— 20120723

2012 0723: Andrew Wu,
Jeffrey Yu, and Rachel
Chan at DeSales
University for QTEC
Summer retreat 2012.

o"’

o?
5’

(front)Alanna Bethon, Christine Li, , Bridgeen Yap, (back)Daniel Tan,
Sharon Hsu, Lily Pan, Andrew Tan’s body neck down

20171227: Daniel Chen’ s birthday: Family dinner
showing our appreciation for an incredible church
volunteer who selflessly gives so much to his church
family!




EM-— 2015

20150714 Retreat at
DeSales

EM - Google Drive



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-6H080l2J2gNZZ279xe-YSSfvLxXIlxu?usp=drive_link

EM-—- 2015 0707 Pastor Jushua’ s Home in Pennsylvania

20141012: @
Apple Festival at
Mill Neck Manor
School for the
Deaf “Despite
the chilly air, the
grey skky and the
muddy ground,
there was
something about
the autumn
season and
loving friends
that refused to
be dimmed and
made the day
beautiful.”
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2014 0804:
Camping trip
of Summer
2014: James
and Mei “You
gotta get with
my friends,
make it last
forever -
friendship
never ends”

2013 1013: Just some young kids hanging
out on a tree carefree, except for Jeff
who looks like he might have spotted a
spider s
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2015 1129: EM Baptism of Aemma Bethon, Chris Chan, Sophia Kim




- QTEC Camping Trip

EM-—- 2015 Aug.

20150713:
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40-31 165" Street, Flushing NY 11358

http://gtecny.wtc.net/ or http://www.gtecny.orq/

718-841-9303


http://qtecny.wtc.net/
http://www.qtecny.org/



